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Impact on Other Recreational Users

Environmental Statement

in the consultants opinion

The most significant impact that will result from the use of the track by cyclists will be
on other recreational activities, in particular walking.  Significant impacts are
predicted to occur along those sections of the route which are currently public
footpaths, but which will become dual purpose routes of the cycleway. Upgrading a
footpath to a cycleway will have a major negative effect on walkers currently using
the route, and will certainly happen. In most areas, the impact will be restricted to
the track itself although in the Highmeadow woods area, walkers may choose to
move off the main footpath to avoid the cyclists, and therefore the impact could be
spread across a wider area. (p.106, 20.31)

and

“Humans are less tolerant of disturbance, especially when the primary reason for
their being in a particular location is prompted by a desire for peace, quiet and
solitude, as is the case for many people who choose to walk the Wye Valley
footpath. Of course the special qualities of silence and solitude are easily groded
through Increasing numbers of walkers themselves. There is, nevertheless, a
distinction between the experience of walking past groups of people moving at the
same pace, and being overtaken by cyclists travelling more quickly, especially when
they approach from behind or are travelling in a group.” (p.105, 20.23)

In discussing the issue of levels of use the consuitants stated

“The scale of any environmental, social and economic impacts arising from the usé -

of the cycleway will be almost entirely dependent upon the level and patterr. of.
which is generated” (P.104;:

Of the upper levels of use (90 cycles per hour)
‘i !

“the Consultants consider that the frequency of cycling in the peak mon
definitely erode the remote character and solitude of the adjacent woodla
riverside banks, and would severely downgrade the experience of: Gth
informal recreation. The risk of disturbance to fauna, including bre
ofter would also be increased.” i

in discussing off route riding the consultants said

r recreational
ich are currently

“Off-route riding would also have a major negative imp
users particularly if cyclists were to penetrate areas of the
described as ‘wilderness’ areas for reason described abo

' 7 (P.107, 20.39)




Forest of Dean

The pilot surveys in the Forest of Dean revealed a ¢
walkers on the cycle track which may indicate that wa
the cycle routes to quieter areas for “peace, quiet and soli
supported by the anecdotal information provided in this repo

i tly low level of use by
y-already moving from
" This appears to be

The potential impacts on other recreational users asr‘é"::.{
appears to be confirmed by the many letters in the Ioca
Dean Environmental Alliance.

by:the consultants
and. sent to the

Examples are shown on the following pages.
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Government
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Introduce the New consultative Committee and new Procedure r
all recreational users and locai communities, based on the in
an Environmental Impact Assessment to best practice sta
the Institute of Environmental Impact Assessment, guic
Guidelines and within a statutory framework, to ensure Su
and Subsidiarity.




LETTERS TO LOCAL PAPERS IN THE FOREST OF DEAN

Accidentr fear

WE both wish to register
our objections. to the
hoards of mountain bikers
invading the Fotest every
weckend and increasingly
50 now during the week,
We were members of
the Ramblers Association
.until recently when ilt
health restricted our watks
but were never hampered
as we are now by the
cyelists who do not stick to
marked routes and are
most discousteous if one
remarks 1o them that they
are on public footpaths,
There is bound to be an
aceident caused by them
sooner or laterand whether
it is a child or a handicap-
ped aduly there is no need
for it to happen.
Mountain bikers must be
restricted to their own
areas before it is too

late, —W.M. Mumby, .

High Nash, Coleford.

- Permits

My husband and { like to
walk through the woods on
a Sunday afternoon, We
enjoy the tranquility,
listening to the birdsong,
apd often sighting déer,
foxes and squirrels,

However, often this
peace is shattered when,
without any warning,
cyclists on mountain bikes
racé past us. It is terribly
frightening and for anyone
~with a heart condition, it
would be enough to cause
thern to have a cardiac ar-
rest. The tracks which we
have 10 walk are being
churned up by these bikers
epecially after all the rain
that we have had.

I agree with Mike Marx
of Lydney that cyclists
should be charged lo ride
in the Forest, but John
Anderson says that if this
should happen, he would
then have 1o charge
walkers too. .

1 would willingly pay for
a permit to enable us to stilt
enjoy our woodland walks,
but as I was bormnand bred
in the Forest, I hope 1
would not be expected to
pay as much for my permit
as these cyclists who are
causing all the destruction
lo our woodland.—Mrs
Ina Hart, 168, Ruspidge
Road, Cinderford.

pendS T,

‘Bloody
walkeérs’

1T is generally accepled

that the Forest is for the -

pleasure of all groups of
people but there is no doubt
about the Fact that moun-
tain bikers dominte the
scene, They donot resteict
themiselves to marked cy-
cle fracks and never wam
of their approach,  ~~
With my wife, much of
our time is spent walking in
many paris of the Forest
and on one recent walk we
were roferred to by moun-
tain Bikers as ‘Bloody
Walkers,*~—Gerald J.M.
Smith, Barn Hill Road,
Broadwell, Coleford.

Litter: Litde has been

said in previous cor-

respondence on this sub-
ject. Even with the present
modest aumbers of bikers
using the trail it is already
a menace. Coke tins, car-
tons, plastic, packets of
crisps, sweets ete are #ll
thrown, away at will.
However, it must be ad-
mmcd these. parties of
Y back—packers . although

- lessin aumbers, arcby no

mcans mnocent in this,

respect. Itis essential thal
somé collection schcmc of

all this. rubbigh, must’ be
‘organised by the trail s
sors, None of it will dlsap-
pear on its own,

waicey. Inthe old days it
was a legal offence forany
blcyclc notto be fitted with
‘a bell. With these high
speed mountain bikes this
law should be reimroduc-
ed. Jt is not good enough
for horse riders or
pedestrians—especially
the elderly—to find
themselves either over-
taken at épeed because
there is'a few feet to one

. side of thead, or a screech

‘of brakes: 'xmmedxatcly
behind d5'the first indica-
lion that'a biker is there.
One small bell is hordly
going to impair the biker’s
pcrformancc or tosead the
week's budget into the red!
—H.D.N. Swmith, Park-

Last September I was
walking round part of the
Sculpture Trail with two of
my children. On three

*‘separate occasions in less

than 20 minutes we had to
take eVasion action as
cyclists raced towards us at
speed. After the third inci-

" dent e abandonzsd our

walk,

. Last Sunday afternoon,
my husband went to

.- Lydney, Between Bderley

and Mireystock he had to
slow down for a group of
cyclists riding towards
Brierley, not in single file,
but two or three abreast,

When he gotto Cannophe
had to stop because there
were cyclists milling about
all over the road complete-
1y‘oblivious to traffic. As
he reached Parkend he
catght up with another
group of cyelists fiding
towards Whitecroft, again
he had o stop. This time
the cyclists were riding
four or five abreast apd
made no attempt to allow
traffic to pass.

1 am quite willing 1o
share the Forest of Dean
with visitors, and [ am not
an intolerant person, bt I
believe that everyone who
uses the Forest should ap-
preciate the rights of others
1o use it also, This heritage

-hasbeen passed downtoall
"of us to enjoy and to care

for, If visitorsto the Forest
do not share our enjoy-
ment, and have no wish to
care for it, then they should
be restricted, It may be that
visitors might value the
privilege of enjoying the

Forest of Dean farmore, if -

they had 1o pay for it.—

Murs J.M. Phelps, Beits *

Lane, Ruardean Hill.

Cycle abiise’s »

I'vead with inferes! the ar-
ticlé in your paper “Barmy
bikers blasted.” .
.+ Ab:the weekend. we.
isitéd the Forest w:th lhc 3
“intentions. of &nioying 'a
-walkand ‘alléwing” our:
ch:ldren (agcd 4,5 plus
“babyy 16 roan freely wnh
no danger from traffic.

i Unfortunalely” ween-
coumcrcd ankle to knes
deep imud and ‘groups’ of

eyelists® churnmg the:

“ground up still furthcn We.
abandoned ouf wa]k and

~ Five yeirsago 1 1o6'wa
an ‘avid movntain biker 56
can’ empathise” with- the™
hikers. Howevér, Lhc §port-
“has grown since theri and'
the Forest simply cannot
cope with the nunbers of
_bikers, Footpaths aré béing:

-ruined and walkers/ram-
- blers are being discourag=

ed from the Forestand they
cause fear less damage.

If we want to encourage
tourists and walkers 16 the
arca then perhaps bikeis’
could respectfully stick t
desi gnatcd rc—:nforced ey
cle routes.” i




Harassed horses

WITH reference to the ar-
ticle ‘*Barmy Bikers
Blasted,' I would like to
take this opportunity to
speak out on behalf of the
many of us who ride horses
in the area. It seems that
since the introduction of
the cycle trails, our total
existence is being ignored.

Tt is tyue that horses have
been an accepted part of
the countryside for many
years but we are now in a
position whereby our
routes are becoming less
and less. If it is not batriers
springing up out of no-
where 5o wide you can't
pass, it is the endless fell—
ed trees which block our
way, while these trails are
being constructed.

There is also the added
safety threat of having a
large number of whirring
¢ycles which does nmhmg

“for a horse’s disposition.
Remember, there are &
number of children who
ride.

Everyone who enjoys
the couhtryside has aright
ta do so, but let it be spm
equally. MNot all horse
riders are a bunch of
reckless snobs, all we want
to do is to carry on riding
our routes which we have
ridden for many, many’
years, without the hassle
which hias become $o ap-
parent recently.

E i3 probably also rele-
vant that caring horse
owners do not tend to ride
where the grownd is par-
ticularly muddy as we do
have responsibility for our
horses’ welfare. A lot of
the mud encountered is
usually created by tyre
tracks of one form or
another. As for scrambling
up and down the same
spot, we do not do this
either. All we are, are
ramblers but on horse-
back, usually on a route
which ends wp back where
we started—that is, if we
haven't had to make 2 wide

detour to avoid the
hazardsi—C. Chopping,
The Pludds.

>t ilnsured?
IWOULD like to say how
trug the letter was from C.
Chopping of the Pludds,
-who wrote to you regar-
:.dmg hama.ssed horses last
wcek L __
- Thave hved here n' w for
“three-and-a-half: years
Frankly, Thave never seen
the Forest 'so churied up.
T came from the Mendips
where again the Forestry

wotk the area. T would say,’

_regarding -the: mountain
. bike:debate,” ‘that T-hdve
always found. bike nders
very: poltle—th:s coming

- fromi a person’ wha foind;
“herself, two yédis ago, in’
ithe middie of the ““South-

+ West mountain bike cham-
pionships!'is somethmg
There are rumblings that
we will be asked to pay for
“the privilege of.riding in
the Forest. Well, that's
fine, there seermistobe alot
ofrmoncy bcmg spent at
is moment. in" lime on
tracks for bikers. Every
week riders come across
wire fences wilh stiles for
walkers and bikes, but not
the horse. Why, Task, isso
much incurred for the
‘benefit of the bike?
Horse owners are not

going to churn the tracks.

up and we do notall charge
aroundg. ‘The weather ha
begn so bad that if you hay
any;regard for your hors
ydudo not do it. Iutakes
great deal-of moneﬁ eacl
year to insure-a

pay fora pcrmi how wﬂ! )
. fthe

. The majority of tracks
are badly damaged due to
‘the policy comracung out
1he tree felling. ' :

~The latest cycle teack
now in constniction Jooks
“more jikea) motonvay pav:
cdthrough the Forest:“The
Speed, will increase as the
surface is smodth: Who is
paymg for this?

This" agam is"atiother
part of thig: Forest that
‘walker$ and horsés will; I
Jtakeiti Havéto keep off. =
E]ame ~Rogerson‘ .]’oys
Green, Lydbrook

orse, -

What 1 would:ask'ls hov

many moumamblkender ek
1 [ make iteas iet forpeople to

5 y Y
wath no regard: f

‘People’and if you m ritany’,

attenuori f

m “their® W00

+ My'lioy has,
Iy : frighténgd by them
‘whizzing past.from the”
I'rear several tinios and even’
when' they. 'seé- iy small
sonon hlspony they make
no effort 1o'slow” down..

-But, more seriosly than
this, onsunday September
4, I wagipre hy

£~ plainly’that’ they,

any
ing a, young ‘maniwho'i
blind had qmte htcral!y t:
pulk him d3ide ds” tWoj
aged between 207ai
cam hurtlm

do it local. people
have aighit to walk or ride
inthé woods too: “Anelder-
Iy 61+ Jesé-able. people,
-children=-in - short,
everyone—has’ the Tightto
be treated courteously by
the ‘mountair bikers they
‘meet and ot be put in fear
of Being knocked ﬂymg by
one of them.-

Not -all cyclls!s or in-
deed, specifically ‘mouri-
tain. b:kers, are to blame
but there is an element who
seom heedlest of the right
of others"to. enjoy the
woods, I'wonder if bthers
have experienced danger-
ous-’ or. discourteous.
behdviour fromthese
fiders? —'K.A W., Dry-
brook

thmkyou vcnongh obe:

I smaIE clemcn: of "*macho-

- man’ who mist keep upa

,further and furiher away

‘nies' —iransistor

“hirdsong along the ronte.

itig: tyclists, 1 am
inagreement..

any-  years
sof my family and
fhave walked in the

behind—--almost

heart attack, and if

ablesto make a fast

‘Gne is treated to a

hfu -of- abusc-— Get

iy, way.!

tle egard is paid to

‘or.slow movers as

become. These

oW appear Lo

paths: are solety

iseonly.

‘have to have a

andif'so eould not
stress that good
aid behav:our is-
'nal in thls daY

rprlsed lhat some
éhi:have 1ot Heen
ed off their machines
“now.—LJ.H.,
ford :

+ AS someone whd fives too
close for comfort 10 the
“néw family mountain bike |
trail, I would like to men-
.o a few matters from

‘past experience,

: Noise: There isnoargu-
_mentthat mountain biking
tsamorbuchlyhea]lhyand
Iworthiwhile pastime,
‘especially for townspeopie
‘eonfined lo shops ‘and
streets,, The ‘majority, say
80 per ‘cent of riders, are
considerate and we]E
behaved, but there is g

non-stop * barrage “of
shéuting-and hollaring
among themselves gut of
sheer bravado. Add 1o 1his
in future the normat eries
and yelis of small children,

and one cannot blame the
Forest wildlife retreating

from the natuve reserve,
The ultimate in rider noise
50 far has been two or three
incidenis where ‘'tran-.

radios—~strapped to the
chest have blared forth
rock imusie, oblitemting afl




LETTERS TO LOCAL PAPERS IN THE FOREST ,OF DEAN

fee Bikers M)

SUMMER has returned
and so have the bikers!
Like a plague of [ocust they
swarm all over the Forest,
charging around our
woods without a thought
for other people, or for
animals. At your peril do
you get in their way!

My six year-old sonand
I tried to take a peaceful
walk in the wouods yester-
day. Some hope. 1 was
continuatly looking over
my should{r and having to
push my littte boy and our
dog off the track to avoid
crowds ofupto eight orten
bikers belting up from
behind, not even having
the good manners to slow
down. Wehad to choke on
their dust,

My little boy was sub-

fected to a mouthful of
abuse by a man of about 60
who shouted at him to ‘get
out of the way” recently.

My friend and Thave to
constantly watch our backs
when out walking for fear
of the loonics who think
the woodland tracks are
olympic training facilities.

Add to this the glares,
abuse, and litter and sum-
mer in the Forest is fast
becoming a nightmare
time, not that we get much
respite in the winter,

The bikers are here even
then, tearing along the
tracks and paths throwing
up mud and making the

Jives of walkers a misery.
Today whilst out I en-
countered around two
dozen at least on the main
track in Brierley woods.

I took a stroll down 1o
the cycle track and, guess
what? Mot a biker to be
seen!

Please, Forest Enter- -
prise (or whatever you aze -
calling yourselves this

week) do something!
Yours in  uiter
fedupness.—K.A.W,,

Not so nice
THE Royal Forest of Dean
was once & beavtiful place
10 visit—few signs, no hard
footpaths, justlovely green
grass 1o walk on,

Now you see more and
more stiles and fences

everylime you pass
through. Somuchis being
spoilt.

Wedon'tneeditall obe
happy in the Forest. There
are  ¢yele  tracks
everywhere and nowhere
is now safe to walk. What
we wanl are moce - good
footpaths round (he ourside
of the Forest before
another is made inside. —
A disgruntled Forester.
21 Feh e/

They be ‘a’ comin’, they be,

Just look out ol’ buiry,
An you'l soon see,

o Tae (7

Over them hills, they'll come like a train,
Yep, summer’s brung us them bikers again,
They byn't ﬁom:a stop for thee or me,

They be he

bens on gittin' from ‘A’ to 'B'

An to git there as quick as ever can be,

Is what they be about, If you'm askin® me,

Last wick one poor devil what lives down our tane,
- Got knocked ass ever tip and wuz left lyin' in pain,
No bugger helped him to git to his fir, :

Him was left lyin’ in a pile of sheep...dung:”

They got no manners, them buggers on bikes,

They thinks they can da just whatever they likes,
Splash we with mud if the weather be wet,

Or in the dry, choke us wi dust, an’ thats beiter yet,
Run over our dogs, not to mention the kids,

Slam on their brakes to show off their skids,

Scare off the deer and chuck liner about,

Make life so bad we be scared to go out,

But cheer up ol’ buity, cos I've got a plan,

The next biker I see, be it wuman or man,

I'll take me old stick with the pointy sieel tip,

And shove it right up where it'll make the bugger
yip!—-K.A W., Name and address supplied.

‘Stop now

‘SOME of the recent cor-
vespondents to your
newspaper extolling the
virtues of cycling in the
Dean seem tome to be liv-
ing in *'Never Never
Land''. In. other words,
carry on regardless; the
proliferation of gravel
tracks. sometimes* within:
fect, and parallel with, ex-
isting hard forest tradks,
followed by fences, and
signs will never akter the
charactér of the.Forest. -
Me:aqwhilc, those who
question the policy are ac-
cused ‘of .being environ-
mental cranks or anti-
cycling, when nothing
could be further from the
truth. However let’s face it,
cycling in the Dean is not
agreen pursuit, Cars bring
cyclists inand out. It is not
an alternative - transpert
from A to B.

We have just beaten fur-
ther opencast mining with
a restoration programuie
familiar to & country park
theme. (Forest Enterprise
approval for the scheme
suggested financial
benefils to them).

Taking & broader view
we se¢ housing develop-
ments whittling away
trees, and hedges at Lyd-
ney, Mile End and Milk-
wall etc.

Picnic Sites at Wen-
chiord ete, with tree felling
to prevent further erosion.
Water extraction, St An-

thonys Well, with fencing
to keep eyclists out, or to
keep sheep from con-
taminating the water supp-
ly? {(Again Forest Enter-
prise admitting **if the
price is right, they would
be foolish to refuse!"")
They must say this, for
they are under pressure to
be self supporting,

They alsp have the
responsibility to_ensure
that our "wobds™ 4ré ¢on®

"served. for-this- future

generation, - Which Hegs
the guestion **is any price
right’’ when our heritage is
at- §téke, for the Dean is
still publicly owned?
_-At the same time we
have a Government that js
continuing to dispose of
woodlands by stealth (ie in
November 1995 over 100
woods for sale, which
despite assurances to en-
sure public access to such
woods when sold, only
eight have agreements
which will guarantee
this...135 square miles
sold since 1991 with only
two square miles of
preserved access!

All we have is 35 square
miles! .

he loss of further
woodlands, will .put more
pressure on thé Dean,
more tourism, regenera-
tion, with the prospect of
“Next Steps Agency’’
status for both Forest
Enterprise and the Fores-
try Authorily in the Spring,
Will this mean more com-
mercial pressures?

For these reasons I feel
we have reached a cross-
roads in the Forest of
Dean, Surely it is im-
perative that we stop-now
and look at the whole of the
Dean and plan sensitively
for the future? -~ We will be
judged on the results
by~ future generations, —
Phitip Horsley, ‘Amble-
side’, Elton.

Keep going!

I HAVE followed the'
“great cycle-track”’ debate
with keen interest, and as

:a Forester born and bred,

I am pleased to read that
there is an increasing
preference for less fir-
banig.atign., No doubt this
majority confuses jn-
digenous Foresters,

%, The Forest of Dean is
renowned -for natural
peace and tranquility, for
its manifold flora and
fauna, which has been
respected by its in-
liabitants: It is unfortunate
that we havebeen invaded
by these high-saliried yup-
pies who come for the
beauty of the countryside,
and on arrival, set abont

-making the Forest ilito an
-extension” of thé uiban

sprawl they have left
behind. -
:3In this, they are aided

.~ aitd abetted by that destruc-

tive pack of civil servants
calling itself Forest Enter-
prise, once again rn by

_§trangers, intent only on

catering for urban visitors
who are only out for the
day.

The cycle tracks are
already an abomination,
and the helmetted louts
who ride them so ag-

© gresively in the name of

exercise have no con-
sideration for walkers or
wildlife. Neither will they
bé policed iute keeping to
these tratks, preferring to
mash pleasant pathways

into a mess,

I would like to-endorse
those petitions, seeking to
abolish these countryside
idytls and send the yuppies
home, R. Preston, one of
the strangers amongst us,
.asks where the bikers can
go. I suggest that there is
alveady, a well-maintained
throughway, which goes

- up hill and down dale

through the most beautiful
scenery, over bridges
through woodland and
pastoral visitors, which af-
ford lovely. heart-inspir-
ing views of the
Cotswolds, Malverns, Wye
Valley, the Forest and the
Welsh hills, It is very
under-used, It's called the
M50.

And when the bikers
reach the Northemn end—
keep going!—C. Roberts,
8§ Forsdene Walk,
Coalway, Coleford.
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Sir —Like many othef readers
of your josmal, I was astounded
10 learn of the drastic cuts to the
most popular tourist attractions
propased by Forest Enterprise.
Where did they get the pame
from? ’ :

When I came to the Forest very
many years ago, [ had very close
working telationships with the
senior Forestry Commission per-
sonnel, There was no doubt what-
soever in those days that tourism
was ¢qually important to the
Commission as 10 growing and
hatvesting trees.

1t was intended to make the
Dean as attractive as possible in
order to welieve the pressure on
other Mational Patk areas. In
order 1o promote the area the
Commission led the field, Camp
sites, tourist waymarked irails,
scenic drives, vantage points, car !
parking, plenic areas and toilet !
blocks were rapidly provided and
properly maiatained.

It was effective with.a mitlion
day visitors a year and thousands
of campers and hotel visitors com-
ing in. Much needed jobs and in-
come resulted and it is clearly one
of the areas where growth could
be achieved if properly promoted.
1t is not good enough for Forest
Enterprise to decide to eliminate
some of the most pepular ameni-
ties with visitors. ’

Hias there been a change of
direction by Forest Enterprise or
are they still charged with suppor-
ting tourisin?

Mr Westlake blames a limited
pudget and denies any motive to
restrict tourists from the Forest,
1 do hope this is the case. If so we
should perhaps enguire whether it
is a fact that Forest Enterprise
have failed to manage that budget
propeily.

In the past couple of years they
have joined the ranks of the brain-
washed procycling movement.
Tens of thousands of pounds ap-
pear to have been poured into
these new and often unsightly cy-
cle tracks, Was this at the expense
of routine. maintenance of
facilities so much loved and ap-
preciaied by the vast majority of
visitors?

It has appeared that the only ef-
forts being made (o incrsase
tourism have been to encourage
huadreds of cyclisis to bring their
machines tisd to the roofs and
boots of vans and cars and to ride
around in massed groups, causing
road safety hazards and a nuisance
10 pedestrians on the forest tracks.

There are of coutse the small
groups of lycra knickered youths
who treat the central forest as a
race track, The activities of these
visitors caused me to abanden use
of the Mallards Pike area last
summer.

Perhaps we could see this par-
ticular attraction put on hold this
year and the entire budget directed
towards zestoring the much ap-
preciated facilities that Forest
Enterprise are so casuatly writing
off. Let us not drive out the family

_ visitors, We may then have con-

fidence that there is no danger to
public access to our woods.
A. R, TAYLOR

Palmers Flat, . terl
Caleford 26 ec 96

‘used to think, as we toiled

- cant place, in fact, rather

* enormous 10ss.

“course, you've got to

_come for the Forest-they

‘Iéss thar I used to simply

. states that cycling is to

“are told that a ranger h
* een appointed to help

- mit that for the rauger

Peace pollution
IT is inevitable that the ad-

vént of thousands of . " ™% thé"forepiym.‘
cyclists anpwally witl have th yation { flake " regarding.
a dramatic effect ona small ox ’

area like the Forest of
Tean. Cycling has, of
course, pone on in the
Forest for many {ears, but
previously involved only

very small numbers and
caused no concern to

anybody. The situation we pollution énd,
ly more -abs

have now is quite different.
The constritetion of the
Cycleways and the publici-
ty which has brought in
cyclists from all over the
country seems somehow to
hive changed the whole
scale of the place. The
Forest is being tamed, cut
down to size. Whereas we

massive 10550
teanquility, ™
note, Revi
1995). Tdgn’t
as yet a nd
might T sigg
our way on foat between o
the trees, inslow Hardyes-
que fashion, that the Forest
was a place of grandeur,
mystery and magic, with
more than atouch of wild-
Ness, We now see, as we
watch cychists dash round
itin no fimeat all, that after
2l it is quite an insignifi-

the major orie)
ed that “‘the’

an unimpressive little
Forest. This, to me, is an

There is not cven the
consolation = that the
cyclists alt acquire a love
of the Forest during their
whirlwind ‘tours. Some
may, but T was impressed
by the remark of one of
their own nurber duding a
meeting at Bank Housc,
who observed: *‘Of

f.mR.H. !
Qoleford. i

realige that the lads don't

come for the bikes.”
Allied to the apparent
reduction in size is a grat
reduetion in peaceRulness.
1'find myself walking far

because T don’t know
‘where to go to avoid the.

"cyelists—and a walk where '

-people constantly shoot by
at speed of up t0.30.miles
an hour is ne pleasure to
me. There is nothing
peaceful aboutit. {Cheery.

greetings shouted by the
cyclists don’t actually
make it .more peaceful
Forest Enterprise policy

excluded *“from the grass
rides and paths,"* but this
is frequently ignored. W

ry- caused by a

‘4 desighated

his question

answer as, unfor-

yiit isonly amatter

:time,—Maleolin

liarm, 108 St Whites
- Cinderford,

implement the new policy,
but Forest Enterprisc a

cover weekends is diffic
—and that, of cours¢;
when the problems oce
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are: Eloing, it
ely mixed,

Although I do not yet know enough about wha
must be obvious to anyone that eyclists and ped
and that thus the esiablishment of cycle track yedestrians
destroys this amenity for them. Since man walk in the
Forest, and few ride bicycles, especially the te probably
considerably worse off for this “initiative '

part o our
ALL

I =m writirgz to agneal most stXor
bezutiful Forest ¢f Dean being uséd

rsﬁand revelled
. anywnere on
o sae the devgstation
g to the ton of
le cyelists tearing
nd 1ittle paths not /
*gnd churned up by
the forest is Teing
iordes of veownle on

» protlem which is
unwelcome %o fhestr £ the foreet., The
Aoia ra11w9j traék_ 0-walk on are now full
way Zor them forcing

Havfing 1ived in the forest for
in the peace and L?anouilitv’é 
unenoilt grass tracks I was- ann‘
caused ﬂn the slopeg frOﬂan
Serridze Ridge,’ SobhviDusLy
up and. “down on the QTOD
1i=ted i thelny ;
the bike. wheéls
ruined and wilkdl
bikes a¥e obviol

forest shou Joyment of peaceful
} and. botanicsl studies,

‘U

st resnect for the TForestry

4 out %o meke the forest a
these hordes to descend on theinr
laybe 1t is the old story of

r this to tae detriment of
Lest,‘rawwdlv teing vtierly spoilt,

I have alwgys REXEX..
Commission and the work the
chasanL place for all, bu
.cycles seems a very T'etrcmraﬁle
”Moﬂev as ObleUQIV someonsg:
the trye lovers of ihis uniqué
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1 have lived in the Forest of Dean for almost eighteen years, Duriri

ave appreciated
and regularly used this beautiful area for many recreational purposes iric alking, picnicking
and exercising my dogs. The major attraction of this area for myself ari  was the peace
and tranquillity to be found in most areas, coupled with easy access for ing those of us

who are less athletically inclined.

One of my favourite beauty spots over the years has been the area surfoun atinop ponds,
This location always provided easy access by car to many sites appropri
watching waterfow! and other wildlife, picnicking or safely walking S
and dogs. 1was even, once, privileged enough to catch sight of a purp}

Over the past two to three years, since the introduction of the cycle pa
become a nightmare, especially in the Summer. Hoards of cycles, traye
at breakneck speed, make it almost impossible to walk the paths safe
to ensure the safety of young children and dogs without holding on ti

How can our future generations learn to appreciate the joys of ¢
unable to run free to kick the leaves, pick up sticks, discover
birds ( most of which have been long since disturbed ), when 4
by cyclists forcing them to stop, move to the side in single file; eir train of
thought and observation? SR

Although always under tight control by voice, my dog does not .7 gxercise until she is free
to run loose, sniff interesting smells, chase sticks, and ,of cou our times further than I can
walk. On these paths her freedom is no longer possible, as nly for her safety, but any

compensation claim against me for damage to person ot lé if a collision occurs.

I realise, of course, there are alternative areas in tﬁé'F iise, and I have jover the

years found many equally beautiful spots, but I a1 e increasing attraction of
cycles to the Forest has also increased those num to stick to the designated |

tracks (despite signs to deter them). It seems ¢

: rack” cycling means just that! Tam
increasingly startled and endangered by gro i

ting men hurtling uncontrollably

over rough terrairi totally unable to stop 8y are obviously attracted, like
myseff, to the knowledge they will not group cyeling round the next corner.
Apart from the’obviotis hazards. pédestrians, these cyclists are causing

damage to footpaths, and chu aking walking much more difficult.

y ple thie opportunity to take healthy exercise and to
enjoy the beauty which I have the “every day, I do feel that uniess the abuse of
these areas can be controlled, both b; of speed and by restriction of numbers in the more
popular places, there should be a halt to,the expansion of these pathways, and resources
concentrated on policing the existing facilities.

While not wishing to denij“vi's




As we live and work in the Forest of Dean, we have first hand experience of the daily
problems initiated by the ever increasing numbers of cyclists.
The following points support . ~ our fears of cyclists spoiling our beautiful forest:

L

We feel culturally threatened by the constant stream of cyclists speeding th_r gh
although at present we are only experiencing the tip of the ice-berg. Wha
expected to endure in 10 or 20 years time?

unsafe for walkers especiatly with children and for the eldexly using stoned tracks. Bikes
are so fast and quiet they are upon you before you know it.

incompatible with sheep and deer. Sheep badgers are continually fighting to keep their
flocks together as an ‘entertaining’ trend is developing to scatter sheep as far apart as
possible. Deer are being frightened out of the woods and on to the roads by scores of
cyclists tearing through the forest disrupting their habitat.

surfaces being ripped up - dozens of clean bikes pass our house daily, ALL are covered in
mud or dust on their return journey. These deposits are not from the stoned roads
allocated.

litter is left all over the place for us to clear up - a weekend job - every weekend.

the narrow twisting forest roads are not suitable for cyclists who seem duty bound to ride
two abreast. On Wednesday Jast (2/7/97), a teacher and 20 students were on bikes, leaving
the linear park - local walkers didn’t stand a chance, they were then all over the main road.
With the Summer holidays coming up, there will be more and more youth groups invading
the roads and tracks with little or no regard for locals.

visiting cyclists bring nothing to the area, except litter. Their demands are getting louder
and louder, Cannop bottom is a classic example where motorists are faced with a road
sign warning of “cyclists crossing’! This is in direct contradiction to the Forestry
Commissions’ pledge (when referring to cycle routes) of “... ... This is not intended to
challenge the status of any existing public rights of way’ - see back page of enclosed
leaflet. Recently we were confronted by a group of cyclists using the crossing with one
member of the group holding up the traffic - we were on our way to work in our long.:
wheel base landrover towing a fully loaded 14£t trailer but they had precedence over us
outsiders don’t understand the Forest and abuse the privilege of entry treating the whol
area as a playground, their numbers MUST BE curtailed to preserve these ancie
woodlands. The cost of putting petrol in their tanks to get here seems to affor
right to behave exactly as they please, cycling wherever they wish.

e e
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IMPACT ON FLORA AND FAUNA

Ecological Setting

The Wye Valley is nationally and internationally important for nature conservation.
The River Wye and the woadland habitats of the lower Wye Valley have been
designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI’s), National Nature Reserves -
and meet the requirements for designation as Special Areas for Conservation
(SAC’s) under the terms of EC Habitats Directives.

The Wye Valley and the Forest of Dean provide a varied habitat supporting diverse
flora and fauna including a number of rare species.

The Forest of Dean Is Britain's premier oak forest. In 1977 the Nature Conservancy
Council classified the Dean as a grade one site of National importance. The
designation refers to all the wooded areas including the general forest areas as well
as S.8.5.0's nature reserves and sites of conservation importance. Therefore, all of
these woodlands in the Forest of Dean and Wye Valley are considered to be of
national ecological importance and some woodlands, with the River Wye, of
international importance. This must be borne in mind when considering any
proposals which might affect these areas.

General Requirements for Engineering Works for Construction and
Upgrading of Cycle Routes in the Forest of Dean and the Wye Valley.(1994)

¢ The construction of the cycle route require that all growth be cleared to a width of:
4.5 metres and all tree stumps removed. .

« The cycle track to be 3.5 metres wide with M.O.T. type sub base 2.5 metre. widl
depth 150mm. with geotextile membrane topped by dust to depth’of
camber 50mm rolled.

o Clearance of growth 5 metres from each side of track.

« Drainage culverts of 45mm deep where advised in specifications. .

Guidelines for Baseline Ecological Assessment by the

Environmental Assessment (1995)

The guidelines outiine the leve] of baseline data required, '
o {o assess adequately the ecological impacts of a pro "
» to guide managers and clients in setting appropriate

¢ fo guide ecologists in best practice and to”gi
assessing ecological statements accompanyi




It emphasises -

“Afl ecological field surveys must be carried out by appropna
with relevant field expsrience of the survey method being usec
habitats under study. In view of the broad range of spec:alfsm
is of paramount importance that individuals only undertake st
thelr area of competence. ‘

(Professional competence is gauged by academic quahf:
appropriate professional body, proven track record in ecotog

ecologists

Scoping for Key Issues

The importance of good scoping techniques for sele
requiring further study is emphasised by the following, points

1. Desk Survey
Environmental Statements should state clearly dat
of existing information and the necessity to updat
information.

2. Statutory and Non-Statutory Sites o
Identify National Nature Reserves and S8SI’s llkel
impacted with a view to exclude at site selectio
Assessment. Note and evaluate prescence of R
Nature Reserves and existing information from 16
“Cor both statutory and non-statutory sites, an |
evaluation of baseline data is the presence
natural habitat (ag. ancient woodland)

3. Radius
A minimum area of 2Km radius search
appropruate for obtaining information 4
“This is because wildiife conservation is
wider countryside in conjunction with a syst

“Moreover there needs to be sufficient.
important communities outside the
disturbance/hydrological impacts migh
communities some distance from: th
intersect badger feeding areas. The ex
to the development site needs to b
assessment”

4. Local Communities
“ Consultation with the general public
of local concern and can on ocgas
identified by technical experts” ...
“The consideration of community__—_
evaluation of urban wildlife habi 2cological




deficiency, wildlife corridors, networks), but now includes criteria that relate to
social and amenity uses and is increasingly refevant to rural situations”
(P25 3.19)

5. Site Visit
From the site visit(s) maps of the habitat structure of the whole site should be
drawn up and accompanied with target notes which identify habitat features
of particular value to different ecological groups (such as plants, lichens,

fungi, mosses, invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles and mammals) with a view
to turther survey work.

“ the habitat requirements of different groups and species of flora and fauNA
are highly variable and not always deducible from a purely botanical habitat
survey.  For example, habitats supporting species rich invertebrate
communities can be of low botanical interest.” - (P16 2,19)

“Even though simple Phase 1 habitat information for the site may exist on file,
it is uniikely that these data will contain the necessary target notes
highlighting the value of the various habitats for different fauna and floral
communities. In most cases, therefore, a site visit will be necessary to gather
the required information.” (P16 2.20)

For most ecological groups, the time of year when a survey is undertaken can
alfso significantly affect the quality of the collected data in terms of its
coverage, level of detail and accuracy. The importance of carry:ng out field -
surveys for different species at an appropriate time of year is Hlustrated- m
Figure 1 (P23 3. 12)

“Although the guidlines consider separately the various ecological grou
ecological assessment should always adopt an ecosystem perspe v
highlights any key relationships that exist between different specié
surrounding environment.  Critical factors may include, for é
series, hydrology, ropograthy(aspecr and slope), microc
management regimes(e.g. grazing, seasonal maowing,coppicing
systems.” (P

Monmouth to Lydbrook Environmental Statement

“No ecological surveys have been undertaken as p
assessment. The brief for the study recogmsed
assessment was being undertaken during the Autu
surveys would be incomplete. Instead, the bn
undertake a comprehensive desk based study, an
the need for an early summer field survey” -




Thus the evaluation of impacts and scope for further investig{
is based on a desk top survey and the Environmental Stateme!

“A full ecological ground survey should be undertaken before -'

It should be borne in mind that full ecological surveys sho acent
areas to the cycle track as recommended by the Guidlines and ppraisal
and be undertaken over a period of time to cover migratory &
is also important to ensure that transmigratory linear lines
areas are not disturbed by construction or inadvertently crea
species. Thus the value judgment of impact on flora an
ascertained after an up to-date full ecological survey :
Environmental Statement.

The Environmental Statement points out the effect 10
development of a cycle route could result from d
disturbance to wildlife which could occur during the constr
constructed the impact would be dependent upon th
behaviours of users.

“If however, cyclists and other users do move away
impact on flora and fauna are likely to be of major si

Construction and upgrading has the potential to
maintenance ensures that the habitat change is perm

The Environmental Statement states that

‘the presence of the railway could also have_i or¢
support rare or interesting species which is an: adc
ecological survey” -

"Wildlife in Gloucestershire - A Habita
by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust .

The Survey includes a section on the 1mp r
disused railway lines which have provided
vegetation. .
In general, in the Trust’s opinion, ..
o disused raiway lines are richer th
near a used line tends to be rigoruosl
« cuttings are betler than embankmen
increase the diversity of wildlife, lim




Cheltenham to Bourton-on the Water Disused line where more than 200 species
of plants have been recorded along the ling:.

» Furthermore, railway fines can provide':several wildlife habitats along short
sections of track. e.g. Notgrove hds'at:least 7 distinct habitats (grassland,
rockface, scree, ballast, ditches, scruby, and woodiand) -

e cuttings and stone debris provide: hi 0
scree, areas often colonised by ferns and:. lichers, eg 18 species were recorded
along a 1 mile stretch of disused line at Chedworth.

* Wet rock surfaces can be covered b joured by invertibrates
g Notgrove has several rare begilé species;:

+ Ditches can provide a range of wetiafid plants eg reeds, rushes and sedges
Ballast provides a habitat for dry lovitig: plant:species whilst if limestone ballast is
present the richer the flora; eg kidney: Vetch:and their dependent fauna the Small
Blue Bulterfly).

Forest of Dean

In the Forest of Dean baseline ecological assessments to the standards
recommended by the guidlines drawn up by the Insitute of Environmental
Assessment, have not been undertaken before the construction of cycle routes, but
simple surveys denoting type of tree, boggy ground etc. Because of a lack of a full
ecological survey it is not possible to develop a full picture of the possible ecological
losses as the base-line data is incomplete.

The omission of adequate base-line data combined with the lack of adequate

consuitation before construction and upgrading works appeared to have led to the
following occurrences.

1. Mireystock In 1995 at it was planned to use a disused railway tunnel as means
of channeling cyclists underneath a road. This tunnel is an important roosting
site for bats, a protected species. it was only after the construction of the cycle

route to the vicinity of the tunnel was the routing actually diverted after raised
objections.

or plants favouring rockface and =

. Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary Butterfly Site Damage to the site during
construction and upgrading works. (detajls overleaf)

. Community Concerns It may be that a full ecological survey would have
revealed a variety and diversity of common species and not critical ecological
stock of a rare or endangered species. To local communities it is often the
variety and diversity of common species that local communities treasure in terms -
of enjoyment of their local environment and landscape which they wish to retain.
This is the character and sense of place invested in the varied compostion of
common species making up their landscape Anecdotal information refers to the:
loss of biodiversity; the common lesser spotted orchid from the Barracks area;:
that at Cinderford a slow worm and at the Barracks, Parkend an adder, have:
been found dying or dead on cycle routes with cycle tyre marks over them. Th
llowing Report is an example as to how a local parishioner feels: that: th
eneral ecology of his local walk near Cinderford has besn effected: b
evelopment of the cycle tracks. (details overleaf)







GLOUCESTERSHIRE BRANCH
BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION

BUTTERFLY
CONSERYATION™

President: Gordon Beningfield DEOICATED 1O SAVING WILD BUTTERELIES, HOTHS AHD THEER HABITAFS

The Small Pear]l Bordered Fritillary butterfly Bolloria selene in the Forest of Dean

This is primarily a butterfly of woodland keeping close to clearings, rides and woodland edges
where there is space in which to ﬂ‘f and its caterpillar food plant (viola Sps) mamly grow.

This type of habitat is vulnerable to management regime changes which can be quite insidious
over a period of years. This species has been declining across England for the last forty vears
and the strongholds are now primarily in the west, with the Forest of Dean still holding an
{mportant population.

Butterflies Conservation has been monitoring a colony near the Barracks for a number of
years. In the spring of 1995 Forest Enterprise built a cycle track across the northem end of
the colony without consulting any of the conservation organis:{tions with regard to
minimising the impact.

This resulted in localised damage and increased use of the area by visitors. The colony
appeared to survive without tco much disturbance although the work was considered by locals
and conservation groups to be unnecessary as there was-already an adequate existing track
alongside where the new one was built,

In the spring of 1997 Jdespite advice by Buteerfly Consecvation of the importance of this site
tollowing the initial damage, there was an “upgrading” of the track and road crossing again
without consultation. On this occasion heavy road building equipment was used, drainage
installed and the surface vegetation removed with a bulldozer blade for a considerable area
around the cycle track, This additional scraping and drainage resulted in the main buuenly
rogsting sice at the northern end of the colony being destroyed.

1

Forest enterprise have been advised of this damage in writng ond a site visit wich Buteertly
-Conservation is to be undertaken. The butterflies are now on the wing and still in the area
although where they are roosting has not yet been ascertained. Luckily the colony covers an

approximate area of 150 metres by 40 metres and only about 10% to 15% of the site has been
disturbed.

The butterfly is reliant on damp flushes and boggy areas’and their is some concern that the
drainage and land raising by the works may change the localised area and make the area
ready damaged unsuitable for this species. Forest Enterprise have indicared that they will
help with improving the habitat where poss;ble

HEAD OFFICE: R0, 80X 222, DERHAK, COLCHESTER, ESSEX, COT EY. TELEPHONE: 01206 322342 FAX: 01206 322139 Email: butterfy@xcixcompulink co.uk
THE BRITISH BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION SOCIETY LED,

SEGHTERED OFFICE-SHAXESPUARE HOUSE HIGH STAEEE, DEDHAM, (OLCHESTER. £330, COT§0E *
AEGISTERED IN ERGLARE Ho, 1204443 REGISEERED CHAAMIY o, 254007




REPORT ON THE IMPACT ON FLORA AND FLORA ALONG
A SECTION OF THE FAMILY CYCLE TRACK

‘_urvey Landranger 1 and
st of Dean'.)

(Grid references given here are taken from the.Ordn
1/4 inch to 1 mile map, No. 162, ‘Gloucester an

1 Area under consideration

The area covered by this report is tha

ck beginning near
the old Crabtree Hill Colhery work af:13

(grid ref’1 2é643) a "dlstance of
"p'art ‘of the méain Famsly Cycle

House road immaediately w
about 3/4 mile. The conv'

laid in the centre o vered rall bed. This mmally had lltﬂe
detrimental impagtic

the length:ofith road strips of such plant cover were left in

place of . However, in late summer/early autumn 1996
the J( ws moved in and the Family Cycle Track proper was
put i wide ‘strip of hard-packed scalpings and gravel whose
; instaitat tailes the ‘destruction of much of the natural vegetatton covenng the

t bird and al life. This was exacerbated by the thinning out and in some cases
: comiplete clearing of sections of the tree cover on either side of the track, possibly as
a result of a policy of 'opening out' the woodlands into a more park-like aspect, so as
not to appear too intimidating to cyclists unused to deep woodiand. Again this
obviously has had a major impact on the wildlife and flora of these areas.

2 Damage to flora

The first stretch of the cycle frack, near the Crabtree Hill workings, suffered the least
in terms of harm to the indigenous fiora, chiefly because the tree cover here had
been of closely-spaced conifers, with consequently restricted hght penetratton and a
thick layer of old pine needles carpeting the ground, thus Iarge!y"preventang wild
flowers from growing. The real problem occurred about 1/4° milé: further south,
where the track begins to run through deciduous (mainly oak-and birch '-‘woodtand
from the point where at present two small wooden gate-barriers; :
cyclists on the cycle track at the point where the latter curves sha
distance of about another 1/4 mile (up to the point where the: sig
fencing stand to mark respectively the side cycle track running dov
Linear Park, and the continuation of the main ¢ycle track towart
stretch where the ground drops steeply away on either sid

' ':;g[ong a

was quite broad and enjoyed excellent light penetratior ‘the grass
and flora cover was very well developed, with a numb ‘and larger
vild: flower species growing, both in the central, shor he rail bed

n:the taller grass closer to the trees on either S|de the scalpings




and gravel of the Family Cycle Track precisely in the centre of this stretch of rail bed
has resulted in the complete loss of the following species of wild flowers from this

stretch:

wood anemone dandelion  silverweed- ...  wild strawberry
lesser celandine coltstoot yellow rattle -+« various grasses
shepherd's purse ragwort hemp agrimony: s
deadnettle herb robert lady's smock

daisy torinentil violet

groundsel self-heal bird's foot trefoil

clover (red/white) cranesbill  red campion

buttercup thistle vetch

Further off to the sides, losses were also sustained to the fo!!bwin'g {al
future these may possibly return, since here a grass strip has been left-bor
cycle track on either side): s

dock great muliein spurge

nettle rosebay willow herb dog rose

bramble foxglove puff ball fungi

fern spp. biuebsll shaggy ink cap fungus

Along the final section of track (running along the raised embankment part of the old
rail bed past the Dilke Hospital and under the Speech House road) the original
natural vegetation tended to be more muted due to the general dankness of the
surroundings (thick overhead foliage reducing the amount of light able to penetrate
to the floor, a process exacerbated by the track running through a gulley' with steep
banks on both sides, helping to increase the general gloom). Here there has been
less damage done by the construction of the cycle track, although the cutting down
of some of the lateral branches of the overhanging trees has meant a reduction in
bracket fungi and mosses.

Consequently it can be seen that the heaviest losses inflicted on the wild flower
_ cover of the original rail bed occurred in the middle part of the section of track under
. consideration, and affected precisely those species of wild flower (chiefly
Compositae) which had formerly provided both habitat and food for a rich insect
opulation.

' Damage to insects

the year or so since the Family Cycle Track proper has been in place, there has
en a drastic reduction in the number of insect species seen along this section of
ck, particularly along the aforementioned central stretch, which possessed a
table richness of flora and good access to sunlight and consequently provided fine
itat and food options (as well as, in the case of the butterflies, excellent resting
es for sunning themselves). Even in the fine summer weather of 1997, insect

long the track was muted, to such a degree that often only the occasicnal

to be seen.

f’terﬂy and the odd dragonily {straying over from Cinderford’s Linear Park ponds) .



existence - of the formerly abundant wi!dlife’ig

Species affected include:-
Butterflies

Peacock

small tortoiseshell

red admiral :

comma - ali greatly reduced in number d
cover for nectar gathering (although
nettles along the final section ¢
theory at least, provide food for illars of
these species). '

Fritillaries - "~ none seen all summer (d
the brambles on which th ove 1o
bask?)

Speckied wood/meadow brown- vastly reduced in number (
brambles, grasses?) ..:

Clouded yellow - none seen (due to remov
Painted lady - none seen (loss of thistles?

Orange tip - none seen (loss of fl ady's

smock?)

Ringlet - reduced in number (redu

Moths

Cinnabar - reduced in numbef (loss t/g u‘ndéel?)
Six-spot burnet - reduced in number (loss;

Tussock moth - reduced in numbe}"'i(‘ﬂ

Other insects

During summer 1997 there was an extremely mai
beetle, bug, grasshopper, ladybird and bumble be
the central section of the track. The overriding likell ributable to
the removal of the wild flower cover, particularly the
provided excellent pollen and nectar for such inse

3 various

4 Mammals and bird life

Perhaps the most chilling aspect of the suddéﬁ; Cycle Track
in this part of the Forest has been the redu - near non-
here.




Prior to the creation of the cycle track, the woods on either side were a presumably
permanent home to a small herd of fallow deer {| was able to observe these
~ regularly for a period of nearly 3 years, and can confirm from details of coat
coloration that they were the same individual animals at all times, namely a mother
~ and two young from successive years). - Since the main cycle track was laid in place
no deer have been witnessed by me anywhérs’in the woods to within half a mile on
either side of the track. Effectively the track and ifs environs represent a 'no go'
area for these shy creatures due to the noise and distraction caused by the cyclists,
particularly in spring and summer when use of the track is at its peak.

- Reptile life has also been affected - in a period of a year | have seen a slow worm
with its back broken (yet still alive) by one of the speeding cyclists, have had to
rescue young frogs trying to cross the dry, abrasive gravei of the track (I suspect the
track may possibly interrupt an amphibian migration route between the damper
woodlands west of the Dilke and the streams and ponds of Cinderford's Linear
Park), and have seen no sign of the common lizards occasionally to be found on the
old rail bed. Again, there would appear to have been an adverse effect on these .
creatures as well.

Worst affected of all has been the bird life. Previously, approaching this stretch of
woodland from the direction of Cinderford's Valley Road/Linear Park, one entered a
veritable paradise for ornithologists, since the young and medium-sized oak trees in
the 600 or so yards leading up to the site of the present cycle track were alive with
bird song and activity and were obviously vital for nesting. Since the imposition and
use of the cycle track, bird life in these woods (and in the woods on the other side of
the cycle track for a distance of about 400 yards) is so sparse as to impart an eerie,
graveyard quiet to these once melodic woods. Species | have witnessed in this
stretch of woodland over some 3 years immediately prior to the coming of the track
include:

redstart biue, great, coal and goldcrest catrion crow

song thrush long-tailed tits brambling siskin "
wood pigeon great spotted woodpecker fieldfare sparro
treecreeper green woodpeckers wren KC

mistle thrush yellowhammer nuthatch
.redwing hedge sparrow i robin
blackbird common buzzard ‘ chaffinch
bullfinch {possible) waxwing chiffchaff
long tailed tits (possible) nightjar jay

pied flycatcher (a Forest speciality) wood warble

In the past year or so, since the advent of the cycle track; tf
birds has plummeted, as has the number of differen
sightings have largely been restricted to:

magpie wood pigeon
carrion crow robin (reduced)
green woodpecker (reduced)




While | accept that there are other possible causes for this decline.in both numbers
of species and of overall individual birds (for instance, climate. change _starting to
create food and breeding difficulties), it is difficult not to view.the. coming of the cycle
track - and in particular its period of peak usage coinciding with.the nesting season -
as having had an extremely detrimental effect on the bird.. fife.; of .the _formerly
peaceful woods through which it passes. RN

Conclusion

In regard to the highly visible detrimental effects wrought upon the
life of the adjacent woodlands, | would contend that the conversion:of-the disused
rail lines penetrating the deep woodlands of the Forest of Dear icks.for mass
cycling activities has had - and wil continue to have - a mark mful effect on
our natural environment and its wild inhabitants. B

ANDREW STEPHENS B.A. (16 NOVEMBER 1997) -~

(Please cross reference with “iImpact of Landscape)




Off-Track Cycling

Cycling being an all the year round activity any physmai damage by off-route cycling

to surfaces has difficulty in recovering as:there appears to be no resting period.
Cycling off hard roads and prepared cyclew ys'can‘résult in general degradation of
ground surface, and damage to vegetation.. Any physical damage to surfaces and
vegetation has difficulty in recovering-if there is'no resting period.. To avoid rutted
areas cyclists use edges of paths whict ally. become wider and wider. Off-
roule riding in wet weather can be partlcutarly damaging to surfaces and flora. The
Cannop Valley is a good exampie T

Cannop Bridge Marsh Nature Reserve Th:s is situated in the centre of the Forest
Oakwoods Nature Reserve Trail and is managed by Gloucester Wildlife Trust. The
walkers path was used in the early days by the cyclists before their own routes were
established and usage has not entirely ceased even though there are now dedicated
cyclways and signage requesting no cycling.

Woorgreens Lake and Marsh:- Suffering from limited damage after rain to the
footpath around the western side of the lake.

Nagshead Reserve (SSSI):-
Off track cycling has not ceased despite dedicated cyclway and signage requesting
no cycling.

Cleddon Hill Reserve:- Contains a steep zig-zag path with noticable gullied
degradation. degradation evident in other areas of the reserve.

General Degradation:~ Details in the “Impact of Off-Track Cycling”
RECOMMENDATION

Detailed unbiased scientific research, including further survey work, an
very least similar to best practice standards set by the Institute of E
Imopact Assessment for Environmental impact Assessment be und
Countryside Commission and the Departmeﬁt of the Environment wi
the Forestry Commission into the perceived impacts in the Forest
Wye Valley from the development of recreational cycle routes in the

The new issues raised by the Environmental Statement and‘
Report, underlines the importance of detailed scientific re
Dean, the need for pre-project assessment and new Gove
strategic management of cycle tracks incorporating
Environmental Impact Assessment, to best practice st
Institute of Environmental impact Assessment, if the/ ¢
in/near environmentally important areas in term
cultural heritage.




