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The implications for the Locai Authority
It is essential that all departments of both the

District and County Councils understand the
significance of the Conservation Area, and act
in coordination, in order that public works, such
as street works, do not damage the historic
fabric or appearance of the area. Other
agencies, such as the water supplier or
telecommunication companies must also be
aware and give respect to the special
architectural and historic character of the area.

impiications for Owners and Residents

In normal circumstances, householders have
certain "Permitted Development” rights to carry
out minor works to their properties, such as
small extensions and the erection of garden
buildings. However, in many places such as
within an Area of Quistanding Natural Beauty
or a Conservalion Area, these rights are
reduced. In the case of householders within
the proposed Lower Lydbrook Conservation
Area, "Permitted Development" righls are
already reduced because it lies within the Wye
Valley AONB, and therefore there will be few
implications for residents. However, some
works would require the consent of the Local

Planning Authority after Conservation Area
designation and these include the demolition of
buildings and works to trees. In addition, any
new development including extensions would
be expected to be of good design, appropriate
to the special character of the area. As with all
development proposals it is advisable to seek
advice from the planning department at an
early stage.

Conservation Area designation can also benefit
property owners and occupiers. There may be
added stalus to a property being located within
a Conservation Area. Also the development
controls aimed at maintaining and enhancing
the appearance of the Conservation Area may
sustain or enhance the appearance of
properties within it,
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stoppages, the works at Lower Forge closed for
good in 1925. After 1930 the buildings fell into
disrepair and the works chimney was
demolished in 1938,

An important feature in the history of Lower
Lydbrook was the development and evolution
of the Severn and Wye Railway. A three span
viaduct was designed by George Keeling to
carry the railway across the Lydbrook Valley.
This structure was made up of three arches on
the eastemn end, two arches at the western
end, and two inlermediate masonry piers to
support the girder dack for the railway. The
viaduct was completed in 1874 and was
opened for passenger traffic in 1875. The
majority of the viaduct was demolished in 1966
with only the base of the bridge piers and the
bridge parapets remaining.

In addition to the tinplate industry and the
evolution of the railway, historical investigation
indicates that a small amount of boat building
took place at the wharf at Lower Lydbrook, and
itis believed that the boat 'Eliza' was built there
in 1807.

Area

There are 4 listed buildings within the
Conservation Area. They are:

Lydbrook House was built in the early
Nineteenth Century and is a 3 storey brick built
imposing house with a hipped slate roof, and
16 pane sash windows. Little is known about
the reason for such a grand house being built
in this location.

Fig 2 Lydbrook House - railings and gateway add to the

character of the Conservation Area .
The Malthouse is adjacent to Lydbrook House
and was built at the same time of coursed
rubble stone with hipped slate roof. 1t was the
village malthouse.

Viaduct House was built in the early
Nineteenth Century of brick, and is a 3 storey
house with 16 pane sash windows.

The Priory is a late C15/C168 house
incorporated into a C17 house. It is timber
framed with close studding and has complex
slate roofs with a central stone stack. The
interesting interior is mentioned in the listing.
The Courtiield Arms is not a Listed Building but
it is of historical interest. It was built in 1759 as
a Mansion House for the Vaughan Family and
is an imposing two and three storey building
facing the River Wye across the former B4228,

Land Uses within and around the area

Land uses within Lower Lydbrook Conservation
Area are primarily residential, with all the
previous industrial uses having disappeared.
(Immediately to the south of the Conservation
Area boundary is an engineering works) There
are two Public Houses - the Courtfield Arms
and The Forge Hammer, and public toilets.
There is also an area of public open space by
the river.
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The settlement is squeezed by the valley sides
yet in many places, because of the
undeveloped hillsides and open gardens and
spaces between the houses, there is a rather
'open’ character. Around Mill Row and the
Forge Hammer, properties sit "cheek by jowl’,
with many small cottages in a compact area,
giving a certain intimacy and closeness to this
part of the Conservation Area.

Fig 3 Mill Row

Type of Buildings
Buildings within the Conservation Area are

generally domestic dwellings, with none of the
industrial buildings remaining. Many of the
houses though, reflect the indusirial past,
particularly those at Mill Row which were
workers coltages serving the old tinplate works.
Properties range from these small workers
cottages to more 'grand' houses such as
Lydbrook House and Viaduct House close to
the river. The dwellings are generally two
storey, though some of the 'grander’ properties
mentioned above have three storeys.

There are also 2 public houses, the Courtfield
Arms Hotel and the Forge Hammer Inn.

Style of Buildings

The local vernacular style is avident in many of
the properties with functional dwelling houses,
of rectangular shape and two storeys in height.
Terraced and single units predominate.
Properties such as those at Mill Row show little
omamentation and provided for the most basic
needs of workers at the tinplate works.
Lydbrook and Viaduct House were constructed
early in the Nineteenth Century and are
particularly imposing three storey red brick

properties.

Most commonly, properties have been
constructed with plain ridge roofs, but there are
also a significant number with hipped roofs,
notably Lydbrook House and Viaduct Villas. It
is believed that Viaduct Villas formed part of
the Lydbrook House Estate but were sold off
separately at a later date.

Fig 4 Terraced houses typical of the Conservation Area

Viaduct Coftage has an unusual extension
which shows a rustic influence, constructed in
a ‘cottage ornee’ style. This building is also
unusual, as the intemal floors and the windows
and doors have been raised to alleviate the
problems caused by fiooding.
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VIEWS IN AND OUT OF THE SETTLEMENT |
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Panoramic views up and down

/ : Views down onto Lower Lydbrook
The o Filpe ¢ haheer ¥ ¢| from dismantied rallway and
bridge parapat,
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Littta Weed

View up valley to partly wooded steep sloping valley |
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Views acrosa roofs of Mill Row and over to opposits '

bank of River Wye. Prominence of Bridge parapets, . | NOTE o
hilisides end Mill Hill Fathers place at Welsh Bicknor. | I— Throughout L Lydbrook thers are out of 1
’ ¥ the settisment, As the valley sides rise steeply,
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R § they are a sirong visual featurs from most parts of
.| the Conssrwation Area.
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The riverside park is a pleasant and popular
area for parking and informal recreation. The
park is managed by a Committee of local
people, and it may be worthwhile joining forces
to ensura that the riverside park continues to
make a positive contribution to the
Conservation Area and the AONB.

Landmarks, Focai Points and Speciaj

Features
The remains of the bridge piers and parapets

are a historic landmark feature. In addition the
walls and railings within the Conservation Area
are special featuras of note (See Map 4).

Open Spaces within and around the Area
Between the former B4228 and the River Wye,
is a riverside park known as the Tump; the land

was donated by the Vaughan family to the
village of Lydbrook. The area consists of two
tarmacked parking areas, benches, canoe
launch and informal picnic area. ornamental
trees have been planted. From this area,
which overlooks small rapids on the River Wye,
there are good views up and down the Wye
Vallay,
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The location and setting of the buildings in the
Conservation Area within a deeply incised
tributary of the River Wye creates much of the
character of Lower Lydbrook. The steeply
sloping hillsides form a backdrop to the entire
seftlement, and also shape the settlement
pattem. Views upwards and outwards are
significant throughout and give an 'open'’ feel
even where the buildings are crowded
together.

The stone walls that front the highway in many
places are an aftraclive feature which focus the
eye, they link properties together and maintain
a sense of enciosure. These walls are an
important feature in the appearance of Lower
Lydbrook and it is desirable that wherever
possible they are preserved and enhanced
(See Map 4).

Lower Lydbrook has developed in a linear form
with properties fronting on to the roads and the
stream, but at varying angles. The differing
building styles and form of the dwellings,
combined with the fall in leveis down the valley
has produced a roofscape that it not only
noticeable but very interesting. It is a feature

that contributes much to the special character
of the Conservation Area, and particular care
needs to be taken in the fulure with roofing
materials and the form and pitch of new roofs
and extensions.
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Copyright reserved. Text: Forest of Dean District Council. lllustrations: Ann Sweet. July 1995



